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摘要 
战争一直是人类历史的固有部分，战争性质不断变化的话题与军事冲突历史本身一样
古老。战争一直在改变形式，战术和冲突方式，不断适应着不同时期和军工产业的发
展。因此，一百年前发动战争的形式在目前是不适用的。 2014 年，克里米亚正式并入
俄罗斯，国际社会开始公开讨论作为现代国际关系中的一个新现象，那就是“混合战争
困境”。本论文旨在调查“混合型”战争是否是当代国际关系中的新形式战争，它探讨了
混合战争与常规战争的不同，以及导致这种战争形式出现的原因，特点和我们称其为
“混合”的原因。现代战争的混合性思想与从 2014 年开始的俄罗斯 - 乌克兰对抗密切相
关，因此，本文以俄罗斯与乌克兰之间的冲突为例展开研究。它探讨了这场冲突产生
的原因和目标，以及这场战争的方式，分析了它是否符合混合战争的现代理解。本文
旨在揭示，这种战争形式出现的原因是对现代国际环境的反应，它也暴露了现代国家
侵略者根据当前国际关系进行战争的手段。本文以官方文件调查，政客采访，科学期
刊和不同媒体资源的数据为基础的依据，此研究结果有助于通过揭示现代国家 - 侵略
者的行动方式和方法，加强世界安全和维护和平的措施。 
 
 
关 键 词 :	 混 合 型 战 争 , 常 规 战 争 , 国 际 组 织 , 乌 克 兰
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
	
 
  v  
 
Abstract 
 
Wars have always been an inherent part of human history; the topic of the changing nature of 
war is as old as the history of military conflicts themselves. War has been changing its forms, 
tactics employed and warfare, constantly adjusting to different times and development of the 
military industry. Therefore, the ways of waging war one hundred years ago are not 
applicable at the present time. In the year 2014, when Russia annexed Ukrainian Crimea, the 
world community started an open discussion on the ‘hybrid war dilemma’ as a new 
phenomenon in modern international relations. This thesis aims to investigate if ‘hybrid’ war 
is a new form of war in the contemporary international relations. It examines how hybrid war 
is different from conventional war, as well as the causes that led to emergence of this type of 
war, its features and the very reasons we call it ‘hybrid’. The idea of hybrid nature of modern 
wars is closely associated with the Russo-Ukrainian confrontation that started in 2014, thus, 
the case study for the research is the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. It examines the 
reasons for and the aims of this conflict, as well as the ways this war is conducted, analyzing 
whether it suits the modern understanding of a hybrid war. It aims to reveal the reasons for 
the emergence of this type of war being a response to the modern international environment; 
it also exposes the means of conducting the war by a modern state-aggressor that have been 
adjusted to the current international relations. This thesis is strongly grounded in data 
acquired from the investigation of the official documents, interviews of politicians, scientific 
journals and different media recourses. The results of the research can contribute to 
strengthening of the world security and peace-keeping measures by revealing ways and 
methods of action of the modern states-aggressors. 
 
 
Keywords: hybrid war, conventional war, international organization, Ukraine
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  1  
Chapter I. Introduction 
 
In 2014, the international community was disturbed by the unexpected modern invasion, 
immediately followed by the annexation of the territory of one of the sovereign European 
states, i.e. the Russian annexation of the Crimean Peninsula, at the time Ukraine, signed by 
the Russian President Vladimir Putin in the mid-March of 2014. Immediately after the 
invasion of Crimea, the escalation of the conflict shifted to the East of Ukraine – to the 
‘Donbas’ region at the border with Russia. Ukrainian and Western media called this conflict 
the smoothest invasion of Modern times and a ‘Hybrid War’ of Russia against Ukraine 
(Simpson 2014). Up till now, there is no exact and universally recognized definition of the 
term Hybrid War.   
 The world society put much effort to create an interdependent, mutually controlled 
society, in order to prevent the international community from falling into any kind of 
international military conflicts. The contemporary world community is represented by the 
variety of international organizations that have been established to provide the peaceful 
coexistence of states, as well as to ensure the adherence to the rules of international 
cooperation and peaceful solution of disputes. Such an international structure makes it 
challenging to start a war against another state without being disciplined by the other member 
states of the same organization. The disciplinary measures may be represented by different 
sanctions, up to military regulation of the conflict. In spite of all the attempts to prevent war, 
the armed conflicts are still the reality nowadays. Thus, it is reasonable to discuss the new 
forms of war that have been developed and adjusted to suit the modern times. These types of 
war have taken a new form of existence, evolving and making ‘war’ able to ‘survive’ in the 
contemporary world and to adjust to the modern society with all its war-preventive measures. 
Under such circumstances, we can talk about the ‘changing nature of war’. The topic of the 
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evolving nature of wars is as old as war itself. Nevertheless, there is a necessity to make a 
deeper research on the changes that war has already undergone or is likely to undergo under 
the contemporary international relations.  
 Recently, the topic of Hybrids Wars has been associated with the actions performed 
by Russia in Ukraine, particularly Crimea and the Eastern part of the country. It influenced 
and shook the basis of the already stabilized international relations in Europe. Thus, my 
research is going to find out the very nature of the hybrid wars and describe this phenomenon 
in terms of the contemporary international relations. I am going to investigate if the ‘hybrid 
war’ characteristics may apply to the modern situation in Ukraine, particularly the Russo-
Ukrainian conflict including Crimea annexation and the pro-Russian rebellions in the East of 
Ukraine. The research is going to investigate the reasons and the consequences of the 
conflict.  
 
Research Question 
The phenomenon of the changing nature of war is an already discussed fact in the military 
and international relations literature, both by military experts and IR scholars. However, it is 
still questionable if the war has taken any new forms in the modern times, the forms that 
could be adjusted to the conditions of the international security measures. Hence, my research 
question is: “Is ‘hybrid’ war a new form of war in contemporary international relations?”.  
For this purpose, I am going to explore: 
i. The definition of the ‘hybrid’ war and new wars and try to differentiate them from the 
conventional wars. 
ii. The reasons for the emergence of the new wars. 
iii. The features of the modern wars 
iv. The Ukrainian Conflict in terms of the Hybrid Wars (case study) 
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The Russo-Ukrainian Conflict became one of the reasons for the ‘hybrid’ war polemics. 
Thus, my case study is going to answer the question if the Ukrainian case is an example of 
the ‘hybrid’ war. 
 
Research Method 
Due to the fact that the topic of the new forms of war and the ‘hybridity’ aspect of war in 
modern times is a relatively recent notion, there is no much scholarship on the topic. The 
term ‘Hybrid War’ itself became a definition of the military confrontations combined with 
the non-military actions happening all over the world, e.g. the recent military and political 
confrontation between Russia and Ukraine.   
This conflict is shown from different angles and points of view by various pro-
Russian, pro-Ukrainian and Western media. It is also widely discussed by many politicians 
around the world, as well as the states’ leaders. This topic is also on the agenda of many 
international organizations’ discussions, as it touches the interests and security of many states 
and organizations. Consequently, a huge amount of data for my research comes from the 
news recourses,  newspapers, the online news portals, blogs, podcasts and other Internet 
recourses that provide up-to-date information, e.g. BBC (i.e. Shevchenko 2014; Urban 2015; 
Simpson 2014), The Guardian (i.e. Uhas, A. 2014; ‘Putin admits Russian military presence in 
Ukraine for first time’ 2015; ‘Ukraine aligns with Moscow as EU summit fails’ 2013), 
Reuters (i.e. Balmforth 2014; Chaborneau 2014), CNN (i.e. Smith & Eshcenko 2014), 
Huffington Post (i.e. Motyl 2014; ‘NATO Military Officer: More Than 1,000 Russian Troops 
Operating Inside Ukraine’ 2014; ) and other recourses that are providing up-to-date news 
worldwide.  
 There are also articles concerning the changing nature of war discussed by scholars in 
the international professional online journal, such as Foreign Affairs (i.e. Treisman 2016) or 
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  4  
Small War Journals (i.e. Deep 2015). Due to the fact that the recent usage of the term ‘hybrid 
war’ is bound to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict in the East and South of Ukraine, there are 
also many news broadcasted by Russia and Ukraine media to be analyzed. 
We can also find some new books on the topic of ‘Hybrid Wars’, e.g. “Hybrid Wars: 
The Indirect Adaptive Approach to the Regime Change” (Corybko 2015) or “Conflict in 21th 
Century: The Rise of Hybrids Wars” (Hoffman 2007).  
Another type of data to be scrutinized is the official documents or protocols released 
by the governmental bodies of different states, international organizations, politicians, etc.  
There are academic conferences discussing military conflicts and international security issues 
held around the world annually.   
 
Aims and Expectations for the Research 
War has been present in the human history since the ancient times, it was a part of each and 
every history epoch. War is a tool to gain advantages over the other states. The world history 
experienced wars in different forms. The ways of conducting wars and the methods of 
waging wars were changing over the course of time. In order to get supremacy over the other 
states, world leaders have been trying to develop and extend their military capabilities. Such 
a tendency has never stopped; it always tends to adjust to the present conditions of a certain 
epoch.  
 In my paper, I am going to investigate the contemporary age, starting from the 
beginning of the 21st century up till now, in order to find out what are the modern forms of 
war that have been taking place around the world. I expect my research to provide the 
detailed exploration on the topic of new wars, and to answer the question whether a ‘hybrid’ 
war is a new form of war in the contemporary international relations.  
 The investigation the of new forms of war in the contemporary international relations 
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is relatively new, nevertheless, the topic of new wars is increasingly discussed among the 
International Relations scholars due to the ongoing military conflicts, e.g. Russo-Ukrainian 
conflict or the military activities in Syria. The scholars are more often mentioning the 
changing nature of war in the contemporary international relations and the collapse of the 
international security caused by the new forms of war (Thornton 2015). I am going to explore 
if the present wars can be called ‘hybrid’ and describe the features of such wars. Furthermore, 
I will look at the recent Russo-Ukrainian conflict in the light of the existing hybrid war 
discussions to see if the Ukrainian case can be considered as ‘hybrid’ war of Russia against 
Ukraine.  
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Chapter II. Conventional Wars vs. Hybrid Wars 
 
 
On Conventional War 
In order to get understanding of the new forms of war in the contemporary international 
relations and to feature the characteristics of ‘hybrid’ wars, I am going to provide a definition 
of conventional wars. It is important to understand the common meaning of ‘war’ in order to 
be able to discuss the changes in the nature of war in the contemporary International 
Relations. In this chapter, I am going to look at the term ‘conventional’ from the prospective 
of the other scholars, discuss the ‘conventions’ of war, the law of war and conventional 
weapons. I am going to see how the notion of ‘conventional’ has changed over the course of 
time. This chapter is going to discuss how conventional wars are related to the modern time 
international armed conflicts and to the notion of ‘hybrid’ wars.  
 
The Definition of the Conventional War 
 
According to the dictionary, the term ‘war’ means “a state of usually open and declared 
armed hostile conflict between states or nations” (Merriam-Webster Dictionary n.d.). In 
discussion of conventional war, first of all, it is important to understand the meaning of the 
adjective ‘conventional’. As stated in the dictionary of synonyms, ‘conventional’ also means 
‘traditional’, ‘classical’, ‘regular’ (Thesaurus Dictionary n.d.). Conventional war in its pure 
meaning is usually defined as open confrontation of one state against another state by means 
of their regular armies. Conventional war is usually declared and not hidden. It takes place on 
the physical battlefield with the usage of conventional weapons. Conventional war is also 
described as ‘the expression of wars conducted within a framework of conventions and 
depicts the operations of regular, legitimate, recognized state armies’ (Cruceru 2014, pp. 231-
237). 
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From the legal point of view, conventional warfare is supposed to be regulated by the 
norms of the international law or so called ‘conventions’. The word ‘convention’ itself refers 
to a group or assembly of people, but in diplomacy it rather means a treaty or international 
agreement on a certain issue. In the modern military literature, the term ‘conventional’ does 
not really concern convention. Essentially, the term ‘conventional’ plays a role of the 
opposite term to something that is ‘new’. In military literature, the term ‘conventional’ has 
the meaning of traditional. It is necessary to say that conventions and international laws are 
meant to put some restrictions on the war participants and to provide a fair treatment for the 
combat and non-combat individuals during the war time.  
 
International Law, War Law or ‘Conventions’ of War 
 
In order to become binding, any law should be agreed upon and signed by the parties under 
the supervision of the competent body. To make a ‘law’ international, it should be signed by 
the representatives of different states who are the parties to a treaty. Looking at the history of 
humankind, international society has already showed some attempts to regulate war time 
behaviors of the participants of military conflicts so that the people’s lives might be spared 
and harmful effects of war might be reduced.  
The law of war is also known as the International Humanitarian Law or the Law of 
Armed Conflict. It is “a legal framework applicable to situations of armed conflict” 
(Boekhorst, 2015).  
First of all, it is meant to limit the effects of wars or armed conflicts in order to protect 
the individuals “who are not, or who are no longer, participating directly in hostilities” 
(International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] n.d.), the other aim is “to restrict methods 
and means of warfare”. International Law consists of three primary sources: “treaties, 
customs and general principles” (ICRC n.d.). 
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